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This wask the 42nd annual Kips Bay Decorator Show House, the big kshunz
of design events, opened in 3 landmarked Madison Avenue mansion, revasling
interiors that have been lscquered, paneled, lesthered, and marbled by
designers such 35 Martyn Lawrsnce Bullard, Vicents Wolf, and Christopher
Fescock. The Mansion on Madison, 3 22, 130-squars-foot houss Isbsled by
the New York Times 35 “finzlly, the showplsce [Kips Bay] deserves,” is one of
midtown Manhsttan's Villsrd Houses built by prominent NYC firm McKim,
Mead & White in the sarly 15805, Farticipants got thair paws on thres of its s
floors, making good use of those 18-foot-tall ceilings, original wood paneling,
limestons walls, and stainwells larger than many New Yorkers entirs
spartmeants. As grand 35 the bars bones may be, this s, in fact, 3 decorsror’s
showcsse—and decorats they did. Markham Robarts “gentleman's study”
includes lacquersd turguoise walls, cork cailings, and narwhal tusks; Gidson
Mendslzon's "lady s lsir” boasts live tulips with razor-sliced petals and 3 rubber
doormat made of Barbie dolls; Alexa Hampton's “sitting room folly” displays
Ianterns she bought in Chinatown for $32. And that's not even mentioning
William Georgis’ crucifixion-themed table. Intrigued? Take a full tour, below.

1 Ingrao’s A Siudy in Contrast 3/l began with ons quastion: "How can we gat
this fireplace in the room?” The texture of the sculptural mantelpiece, which
sluices into a fire grate and bench, was then mimicked in the gray combsd
plaster finish on 23ch wall pansl.



1 The firsplace = artistic elements continue into the rest of the room, whers the
{sinfully soft) Francesco Binfaré "On the Rocks” sofa "floats in the room like 3
sculpturs,” sccording to Ingrao’s rep, Rob Johansen.

1 Ingrao brought in much in the way of colorless, manmade creations
replicating nature. For example, Dutch artist Joris Laarman crested scars of
metal on this resin table to mimic the veiny patterns on 3 leaf.

1 The lighting fixturs looks fike 3 cluster of jellyfish.
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1 Lsarman 3lzo craated the Cumulus coffss table, which plays with percsption
by recresting the shaps of 3 cloud in heavy stone. The painting 15 3 2074 ol by
Mark Wilson called "Cosmic Energy.”

1 For his Untitled living area Juan Montoya craated 3 space "where every

== chairs by Visdimir Kagan, 3 shapsless custom-built firsplsce and wall
, 3nd an sight-foot-tall, 200-pound chandslier that had to be packed ons
crystal 3t 3 time. "l wanted to pull the rest of my hair out,” Martisl said.
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1 A vignette in Montoya's room.



1 The 12-foot-long polished stainless stesl "desk’ was designad for the spacs,
whilz the lzsther-timmed carpst s by Stark.

1 Young Huh transformad what was orginally 3 freight ares into Isdizs-ana-
gents dusl powder room 3nd 3 Joungs. She upholstersd the wall in stampsd
f3bric—two of the 38 stamps requirsd 3r2 on display st the window s ledge—
3nd costed the cailings in goldleaf to creste 3 space that, sccording to Huh, =5
‘moody and glamorous and cozy 3t the same time.”



1 One of the powder rooms is coatad in 3 high-gloss wall finish colored by
sysshadow 3nd laysred on in translucent strokes. The tile is 3 stons-and-mirror
mos3ic.

1 For hiz The Grand Entry. Martyn Lawrence Bullard, the Bravo-lzbrity known
for going sll-out on his Million Dollar Decorsiors, relied on surrealist
photography, zebra-patternad mirror, 3nd marbled wallpsper of his own design
for decorative fabrics giant Schumacher.



1 Another shot of Bullard s entryway, starring tufted ottomans with brass |
(of his own design), lacqusr consoles tables (of his own design), and 3 tufted
“Mszlibu Sofs" (of his own design). The brass table lamps, howsver, 32 from
the 1580s.
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1 A vigw into William Georgis® study from Bullard’s foyer.



Georgis brought in this custom table not-
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1 The wslls of the stairwell wers hand-paintad canvas 3
the Max Planck Instituts resctor cors, 1= by famous
photographer Thomas Struth.
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1 Another shot of the hallway. Those blocks 3r2 3 20 mossic inlaid in layers of

glass.
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1 For the 25-foot-by-20-foot kitchen, designer Matthew Quinn took inspirstion
from the room’s view of St. Patrick’s, incorporating custom csbinetry that

raflzcts the cathedrals quatrefoil
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1 Villalobos Desio crafted this "studiolo” by bringing in leather floors in 3
herringbone pattern, silk wall coverings, and cork ceilings flecked with gold. Oh,
and lzt's not forget the “little foxy over thers pesking out 3nd s3ving hello.”
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1 According to the designer,

s rep Dani Mazzs, Cullman and Kravis™ bedroom
W3S meant to be “saxy but g-rated,” with 3n obslisk motif.



1 The walls, painted in copper metallic and gold for 3 "warm, rosy effect,” play
host to provocative works by contemporary srtists, ke the “resl doll’ pictursd
here. On the adjzcent wall are nude portraits.

1 Cullman and Kravis placed blus glass under the burssus regency grills to
give it "contemporary flare,” according to Mazzs.
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1 The designers 3t Carrier and Company lined one of the walls in antigusd
mirror to reflect the room's Julist balocony. The other walls 3r2 marblezed with
metaliic psint.



1 Another shot of Carmigr and Company s spacs.
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1 Christopher Peacock’s dressing room was inspirsd by the 1580s British TV
show Thunderbirds, whersin the main charactsr scoots around town in 3 pink
Rolls Roycs. Pescock s rep Robert Hughes called it "3 whimsical thems room,
but it's also very classic.”

1 The hargwars 1= done up in 24-karat gold: "It dossnt have to be, but for Kips
B3y we thought we'd go 3lout.” On the vanity are pretty containers full of
Good N Flenty, but the designars ks to c3ll them Frozac pills”



1 Decorztive painter Robin Sacks spruced up the industria! starcass with
ombre, using thres shades of gray and two differant types of silver. | knaw
whan | s3w the space | wantad to transition the color,” Sacks s3ys.
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1 For her Moroccan-inspired Sitting Room Folly Alexa Hampton commissionad
NYC-bazed studio Duggs! to custom-print wall coverings baszsed on tiles she
spotted in Northern Africa. The lanterns she got for 32 in Chinatown.
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1 SPAN Architects built wall pansls and benches linad in paint 3nd coppser for
the mansion s third-floor hallway.



t Inspired Dy 3n spartment he spotted in Faris, Roberts went for 3 lush, wet
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t Another shot of Roberts’ study.






1 Alzo in the spacs: 3 portion of Matizse's Jazz senss, on loan from 3 private
coliector.
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1 Gideon Mendelson crafted his Lady’s Lair for 3 very particular woman:
"she's powsrful and still besutiful,” Mendslzon s3id, "and thats what | think this
room is." The design is in many ways a story of dichotomies: hard woods and
soft susds (both on the walls), angular gsometrics (on the cailing pansl) 3nd
zoft curves (on the mirror), 33 examples.

1 The bull on the mantel is known 3s "the mascot of the room." The bull is 5
symbol of strength, “though this pizce i 3lmost hynical, just ke her” The bull
is surprisingly heavy too, symbolzing, sccording to Mendelson, how "she
packs a major punch.”
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1 Another shot of Mendslson's "babe cave for the lady.” The desk i= German
from the 1240s=.

1 This is the part of the room where Mendelson’s imaginary client "invites the
tod in to talk sbout college spplications.”

1 The susds walls 3rs timmad with burlap embrowdery.



1 Darryl Carter was inspirsd by 3 concept known 3= “the collected home,” ons
that is crisp and 3 little rugged, with portraits swiped with censoring white paint
(3 pizce known 3= The Happy Couple”) and 3 gothic Revival chandsler. Fun

fact: Carter often turns his carpets over to 3dd more texturs, 33 he did hers.
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1 The sofz 3nd daybad ars both of Carters own design.

- Kips Bay Decorator Show House [official site]
- Rocking the Palazzo [NYT]
- All Show Houses posts [Curbed Nationsl]



