
from select Benjamin Moore retailers 
and showrooms were up 109 percent 
within the first month of their October 
announcement, demonstrating an in-
creased interest.

“ ‘Caliente’ is the ideal red for a room,
as its warm, brown undertones make it a 
perfect choice for interiors . . . it’s seduc-
tive yet energetic,” O’Neill said. The 
brand proposes this color for a study, an 
idea supported by New York-based de-
signer Gideon Mendelson of Mendelson 
Group, who suggests adding a lacquered 
layer to the hue for more impact. Howev-
er, if the level of color comfort just isn’t
there, Mendelson suggests starting small 
with a single red door, such as the 
one “between the 
butler’s pantry and 
dining room.”

COLOR, Page H2
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Architect/owner transforms 1914 home

into two condos with a fairy tale vibe.
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 IT HAD 
TO BE HUE

Making sense 
of the industry’s 
colors of the year

BY
C H R I ST I N A  P O L E T TO   

G LO B E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

I
f you’ve ever considered painting your living room pur-
ple, now may be the time.

Just a few weeks ago, Pantone unveiled its Color of
the Year pick for 2018, the very regal “Ultra Violet” — a
daring shade that had many online commenters draw-
ing comparisons to the signature color of departed rock
icon Prince. Call it shocking, unexpected, or even rebel-
lious, but according to the brand, regarded for its pro-
prietary color-matching system used by industries
throughout the world, it’s a way of showcasing what’s
going on in this moment in time and reflecting what

people are looking for. This program, now in its 18th year, is 
also meant to be a bellwether of style and trends. As it turns 
out, not everyone sees the world through purple-tinted glass-
es. Through the years, other brands — especially popular 
home paints — have been inspired to follow Pantone’s lead 
and announce their own favored colorings. There are at least
six leading paint companies vying for consumer attention in
the paint aisle alone. Collectively, the colors selected mostly
run deep, with rich almost jewel-like tones, and skim through
every mood, from energetic to meditative. While some feel 
classic, others channel minimalism and mystery. 

What color, then, will reign at home in 2018? Only time
will tell, but as trends go, it all may change before the paint 
dries.

“Black
Flame” is

PPG’s color of
the year.

A SERIOUS, 
SOPHISTICATED RED

Benjamin Moore has been sharing
color predictions since the mid-aughts, 
but it was really in 2013 that the brand
kicked the program into high gear. Its
fearless prediction for the year ahead is 
a “strong, charismatic” shade of red 
called “Caliente” that feels akin to red 
velvet. Benjamin Moore is the only 
brand to give a nod to red, a decision it 
says was influenced by politics, arts, 
entertainment, and fashion. According 
to Ellen O’Neill, director of strategic de-
sign intelligence at Benjamin Moore, 
“red resonated as a vehicle of expres-
sion and signified change, strength,
and confidence.” 

Which begs the question: Are home-
owners confident enough to rally 
around red? It’s hard to tell how specif-
ic color projections might actually 
translate into the home, but according 
to the brand, “Caliente” color chip pulls
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Going on vacation? We offer 
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These boots were made for 

walking the rail trail, mall, 
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A TASTE FOR 

GUMWOOD

“Please promise me you 

won’t paint the woodwork,’’ 

the owner said.

H4LOCATION ...

CITY OF FIRSTS

The largest city in Essex 

County celebrates its 

rebirth. Welcome to Lynn.

H5

 

WW
hen it came time to

remodel the two

bathrooms in my South

Boston condo, my anxiety

level was akin to a pimply

12-year-old arriving for his

first day of junior high in a

strange new town. Dropped off by his 

mother. In front of the school. 

I was in a creative panic. 

The condo was last renovated in 2004,

and the bathrooms looked as if a 

contractor had dug up a real bargain on a 

stack of Cream of Wheat-colored tiles he 

found buried under discarded lumber at 

the back of a big-box home improvement 

store. 

I was excited to see the anemic old 

tiles gone, along with the textured plastic 

shower doors, but I had no vision for 

what should replace them. Remodeling a 

bathroom, let alone two, is not 

inexpensive, and I have a knack for 

making questionable design decisions. 

Perhaps I should mention here that my 

art collection consists of “Brady Bunch,” 

“Charlie’s Angels,” and “Partridge Family” 

lunchboxes from the 1970s. Like fine art, 

I assumed these pop culture relics would 

appreciate in value. Wrong. Can I interest 

anyone in a “Bionic Woman” lunchbox? 

I knew what I didn’t want: subway 

tile. I felt certain that the omnipresent 

BATHROOMS, Page H2

LOVE HOTEL BATHROOMS? 

LOVE HOTEL BATHROOMS? 

CHECK OUT THESE
CHECK OUT THESE

Travel writer finds 

inspiration for his own 

home improvement 

projects on the road.
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A
 bill on Beacon Hill in-cludes a seemingly simpleway to make Boston-areahousing more affordable: Allow more acces-

sory dwelling units — commonly called “in-

law apartments” or “granny flats” — to boost

the housing supply and keep prices incheck. But while everyone seems to agree

on the affordability problem, its root

cause, and even some elements of this so-lution, changing zoning ordinances inMassachusetts can be more difficult thanchanging lanes at rush hour.That there is a housing-affordabilitycrisis is hardly in dispute. Buying a me-

dian-priced single-family home in the Boston area requires 

an income just shy of six figures, according to the mortgage 

tracker HSH. And many economists agree that a key driver 

behind the high prices is a shortage of housing for sale. Avail-

able inventory has fallen for 37 consecutive months in the 

Boston area, compared to a year earlier, according to the real 

estate brokerage Redfin. The 8,743 homes for sale in Septem-

ber of this year were less than half of the18,766 available in September 2014.Meanwhile, demand for housing re-

mains strong. That combination has fueled a ferociously 

competitive real estate market, in which the average Boston-

area home sold above list price — and in under two weeks — 

every month from April to September of this year. 

Large-scale residential development is crucial to meeting

housing demand, but it generally involves a lot of time, mon-

ey, and neighborhood upheaval.In the interim, many urban planners say, allowing for

more accessory dwelling units is a quick, low-impact way to

boost the housing supply gently.“This is affordable housing hiding in plain sight,” said An-

thony Flint, a fellow at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy in 

Cambridge. Accessory apartments were fairly commonplace before

World War II, when extended families were more likely to

live together. But they fell out of favor — or were zoned out of

existence — during our postwar obsession with single-family

houses and sprawling lawns. HOUSING, Page H2

TAKING 

THE BITE 

OUT 
OF THE 

HOUSING 

CRUNCH

A bill to loosen zoning limits on ‘in-law apartments’ could add 

desperately needed homes — or headaches, depending on whom you ask.
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T
owering over the parking lot ofBrookline’s Star Market is afieldstone and yellow-brickcastle. When viewed fromBeacon Street, the Flemishcrenellations of a second castlepeak over the roof of the first.Anyone walking up the hill willfind a third castle on TappanStreet, the most showy in the development. There are seven of these fairy-tale buildings in the neighborhood, the original structures known collectively as Beaconsfield Terraces, and their history is every bit as grandiose as their design.To describe the Beaconsfield Terraces’ clutteredcombination of turrets, arches, and dormers in formal architectural grammar would take pages. A real estate agent might stop at “chateauesque,” but to do so would undersell their unmistakably urban characteristics: their subtle segmentation into town houses, their patented central-heating schemes, their proximity to one of the oldest functioning electric trolley lines in America. When Eugene Knapp, awool importer, built the firstBeaconsfield Terrace in 1889, Brookline was a town of farms and vacation homes.By the early 20th century, it was a dense streetcar suburb.The pace of development, even by today’s standards,was exceptional. Boston had been swallowing adjacent towns whole, annexing Roxbury in 1868, Dorchester in1870, and Brighton and West Roxbury (encompassing Jamaica Plain and Roslindale) in 1874. City engineers were literally moving mountains into the Back Bay, creating an elegant gateway to Brookline where a milldam and a dump once festered. The abundance of fresh land and lack of antitrust law, workplace safety regulations, or a minimum wage made 19th-centuryBoston an ambitious developer’s playpen.It is only in this context that a wool importer’s plan fora seven-castle subdivision of his apple orchard —complete with 6-acre private park, on-call horse stable, tennis court, and a flexible casino space to house a bowling alley, greenhouse, billiard room, and 200-seattheater — could even begin to resemble a sensible realestate investment.From rags to richesEugene Richter Knapp was born on Nantucket duringan economic depression. The Great Fire of 1846 burned,BEACONSFIELD, Page H2
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Frances Terrace, named for Eugene Knapp’s wife, was completed in 1889. A five-bedroom town house here at 362 Tappan St. is currently listed by AGMcEvoy Realty at $3,375,000.ABOVE The turret of Marguerite Terrace. A two-unit town house with eight bedrooms in this building (324 Tappan St.) sold for $4,000,000 in 2016.

Henry Whitney replaced the casino at the  Beaconsfield Terraces with this 200-room apartment hotel.

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF BROOKLINE

Inside MORESTAY INSPIREDFollow uson Facebook,Pinterest,and Twitter,and subscribe to ourfree newsletter atrealestate.boston.com.MY FIRST HOMEPOP CULTUREGrandfather came with the house, as did a few transient uncles and siblings who entered without knocking. H4LOCATIONROUTE 2 PROSPERITYA commuter rail stop and the junction of two major highways ... Welcome to Littleton.H6
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ATAKING THE BITE OUT OF THE HOUSING CRUNCH 5
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BY  CHRISTOPHER  MUTHER

GLOBE  STAFF

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BARRY CHIN/GLOBE STAFF

ABOVE The idea for wide-plank gray tiles that cover 

the floor and continue up the back wall into the 

shower of the master bath were inspired by the 

bathroom design of a boutique hotel in Bonn, 

Germany. The author picked penny round tiles for the 

walls after seeing them in the bathroom of a 

restaurant in Melbourne.

BELOW Interior designer Jon Andersen gave the small 

guest bathroom a floating bamboo vanity (custom 

built by Mark Brunke) to make the space feel lighter. 

His design included lighting that added texture to the 

raised hexagonal tiles behind the sink and at the back 

of the shower. Innovative lighting is often used by 

hotels to make bathrooms look more luxurious.
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owering over the parking lot ofBrookline’s Star Market is afieldstone and yellow-brickcastle. When viewed fromBeacon Street, the Flemishcrenellations of a second castlepeak over the roof of the first.Anyone walking up the hill willfind a third castle on TappanStreet, the most showy in the development. There are seven of these fairy-tale buildings in the neighborhood, the original structures known collectively as Beaconsfield Terraces, and their history is every bit as grandiose as their design.To describe the Beaconsfield Terraces’ clutteredcombination of turrets, arches, and dormers in formal architectural grammar would take pages. A real estate agent might stop at “chateauesque,” but to do so would undersell their unmistakably urban characteristics: their subtle segmentation into town houses, their patented central-heating schemes, their proximity to one of the oldest functioning electric trolley lines in America. When Eugene Knapp, awool importer, built the firstBeaconsfield Terrace in 1889, Brookline was a town of farms and vacation homes.By the early 20th century, it was a dense streetcar suburb.The pace of development, even by today’s standards,was exceptional. Boston had been swallowing adjacent towns whole, annexing Roxbury in 1868, Dorchester in1870, and Brighton and West Roxbury (encompassing Jamaica Plain and Roslindale) in 1874. City engineers were literally moving mountains into the Back Bay, creating an elegant gateway to Brookline where a milldam and a dump once festered. The abundance of fresh land and lack of antitrust law, workplace safety regulations, or a minimum wage made 19th-centuryBoston an ambitious developer’s playpen.It is only in this context that a wool importer’s plan fora seven-castle subdivision of his apple orchard —complete with 6-acre private park, on-call horse stable, tennis court, and a flexible casino space to house a bowling alley, greenhouse, billiard room, and 200-seattheater — could even begin to resemble a sensible realestate investment.From rags to richesEugene Richter Knapp was born on Nantucket duringan economic depression. The Great Fire of 1846 burned,BEACONSFIELD, Page H2
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Frances Terrace, named for Eugene Knapp’s wife, was completed in 1889. A five-bedroom town house here at 362 Tappan St. is currently listed by AGMcEvoy Realty at $3,375,000.ABOVE The turret of Marguerite Terrace. A two-unit town house with eight bedrooms in this building (324 Tappan St.) sold for $4,000,000 in 2016.

Henry Whitney replaced the casino at the  Beaconsfield Terraces with this 200-room apartment hotel.
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WW
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I
t was supposed to be a five-year project.

That’s what architect Nima Yadollahpour, principal of ONY

Architecture, and his wife, Shireen, an art educator, had

planned when they purchased an antique 1,500-square-foot

fixer-upper in Weymouth in 2004. “Weymouth was affordable,”

Yadollahpour said, “and there was a master plan for Wey-

mouth Landing just down the hill that indicated all sorts of

development, including a new commuter rail station.” So, the

pair packed up their Charlestown apartment and headed for

the South Shore, ready to renovate the home, which was built

in 1838.

Fast-forward to 2010. Yadollahpour had renovated 90 percent of

the house, inside and out, as the architect and designer, as well as the

general contractor and finish carpenter. Still, with the economy still 

recovering from a recession, and the birth of the couple’s first daugh-

ter (now 7 years old), it was

hardly an ideal time to sell. With

the arrival of daughter number

two (now 4) in 2013, they under-

took an 18-month house hunt, to

no avail. Last year, the family de-

cided to stay put. “Why buy in a

heated real estate market when

you can completely transform

your existing home on a modest

budget?” Yadollahpour said.

Over the years, Yadollahpour

had redone the kitchen and bath

on the first floor, as well as re-

move a wall between the living

room and dining room to create

a more open layout. With the ex-

pansion of their family, they also

needed a casual place to eat in the kitchen (four people huddling 

around the peninsula wasn’t cutting it), a sitting room, and an out-

door living area to use in the nicer months.

They also wanted a ground-floor guest room suite for their aging

parents, who liked to visit but didn’t live nearby, as well as another

bedroom upstairs so each girl could have her own space.

ARCHITECT, Page H2

WORTH ITS WAIT IN BOLD
An architect turns his historic fixer-upper into a family home 

with a contemporary bent.

Architect Nima

Yadollahpour and his
wife, Shireen,

purchased the
Weymouth fixer-

upper in 2004,
renovated it, and

then, when house
hunting proved

fruitless, added on.

BY  M A R N I  E LYS E  K ATZ   |   G LO B E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

As their family grew,

they needed a casual

place to eat in the
kitchen. Huddling

around the peninsula
wasn’t cutting it

anymore, so they
added a banquet-

style breakfast nook.
To further break up 

the volume, 
Yadollahpour 
pushed the second 

floor of the addition 

to the right, 
cantilevering it over 

the bonus room.

PHOTOS BY NIMA YADOLLAHPOUR

BEFORE

BEFORE

P
LAINFIELD, N.H. —

Maxfield Parrish, con-

sidered one of the most

prominent painters and

illustrators of the 20th cen-

tury, came to this rural town in 1898.

He bought land across the Connecticut

River from where his father lived and de-

signed a home to sit squarely with a

view of Mount Ascutney. 

The move would herald a renaissance in his art-

istry. Parrish would gravitate 

toward landscapes, announc-

ing to the Associated Press in 

1931 that he was done with 

illustrations, done painting 

“girls on rocks.” He’d paint 

only what he loved: land-

scapes, “unattainable” scenes 

people don’t see every day.

Parrish painted scenes

around his land, which he 

named “The Oaks” for its gi-

ant trees. These 45 acres were

his playground, where Par-

rish the successful illustrator 

flourished as a painter, archi-

tect, mechanic, muralist, and 

photographer. It was a place 

where Parrish, the lover of 

music and theater, and Par-

rish, the dreamer of fairy 

tales, was free to explore.

He created some of Ameri-

ca’s best-known art at “The 

Oaks,” including “Daybreak,” 

a 1922 painting reproduced 

so many times it was “the 

decorating sensation of the 

decade,” author Coy Ludwig 

said in his book “Maxfield 

Parrish.”

Now Parrish’s estate, 58 Freeman Road, is on the

market in its entirety for the first time in 30 years, 

listed with Snyder Donegan Real Estate Group for 

$1,295,000. 

The sale offers a glimpse into how  where you call

home can inspire your art.

A colony of creation

Parrish lived among dozens of the best-known

artists in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Some built

summer homes in the reclusive hills of the Upper 

Brush with Brush with 
greatness

How homes, and the natural beauty that surrounds 

them, inspired artists like Maxfield Parrish

BY KATY SAVAGE  |  GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Valley. They worked during the day and socialized at 

night. They came from cities like New York, seeking 

relief from summer’s humidity.

“They could breathe easier here,” said James B.

Atkinson, a former Dartmouth College professor 

who cowrote a book on the colony with Virginia 

Reed Colby called “Footprints of the Past: Images of 

Cornish, New Hampshire and the Cornish Colony.”

About 100 artists are said to have been part of it,

following the lead of renowned sculptor Augustus

ARTISTS, Page H2

TOP Maxfield Parrish reportedly drew 

inspiration from his home’s loggia, a 

gallery with at least one open side, for 

his most famous painting, “Daybreak.” 

ABOVE Parrish’s estate in Plainfield, 

N.H., “The Oaks,” is on the market now 

for $1,295,000. The property was his 

playground.

ANDREW HOLSON / SNYDER DONEGAN REAL ESTATE GROUP
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T
owering over the parking lot ofBrookline’s Star Market is afieldstone and yellow-brickcastle. When viewed fromBeacon Street, the Flemishcrenellations of a second castlepeak over the roof of the first.Anyone walking up the hill willfind a third castle on Tappan

Street, the most showy in the development. There are 

seven of these fairy-tale buildings in the neighborhood, 

the original structures known collectively as Beaconsfield 

Terraces, and their history is every bit as grandiose as 

their design.To describe the Beaconsfield Terraces’ cluttered

combination of turrets, arches, and dormers in formal 

architectural grammar would take pages. A real estate 

agent might stop at “chateauesque,” but to do so would 

undersell their unmistakably urban characteristics: their subtle segmentation into town houses, their patented central-heating schemes, their proximity to one of the oldest functioning electric trolley lines in America. When Eugene Knapp, awool importer, built the firstBeaconsfield Terrace in 1889, Brookline was a town of farms and vacation homes.

By the early 20th century, it was a dense streetcar suburb.

The pace of development, even by today’s standards,

was exceptional. Boston had been swallowing adjacent 

towns whole, annexing Roxbury in 1868, Dorchester in

1870, and Brighton and West Roxbury (encompassing 

Jamaica Plain and Roslindale) in 1874. City engineers 

were literally moving mountains into the Back Bay, 

creating an elegant gateway to Brookline where a mill

dam and a dump once festered. The abundance of fresh 

land and lack of antitrust law, workplace safety 

regulations, or a minimum wage made 19th-century

Boston an ambitious developer’s playpen.It is only in this context that a wool importer’s plan for

a seven-castle subdivision of his apple orchard —

complete with 6-acre private park, on-call horse stable, 

tennis court, and a flexible casino space to house a 

bowling alley, greenhouse, billiard room, and 200-seat

theater — could even begin to resemble a sensible real

estate investment.From rags to richesEugene Richter Knapp was born on Nantucket during

an economic depression. The Great Fire of 1846 burned,BEACONSFIELD, Page H2
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Frances Terrace, named for Eugene Knapp’s wife, was completed in 1889. A five-bedroom town house here at 362 Tappan St. is currently listed by AGMcEvoy Realty at $3,375,000.ABOVE The turret of Marguerite Terrace. A two-unit town house with eight bedrooms in this building (324 Tappan St.) sold for $4,000,000 in 2016.

Henry Whitney replaced the casino at the  Beaconsfield Terraces with this 200-room apartment hotel.
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WW
hen it came time toremodel the twobathrooms in my SouthBoston condo, my anxietylevel was akin to a pimply12-year-old arriving for hisfirst day of junior high in astrange new town. Dropped off by his mother. In front of the school. I was in a creative panic. The condo was last renovated in 2004,and the bathrooms looked as if a contractor had dug up a real bargain on a stack of Cream of Wheat-colored tiles he found buried under discarded lumber at the back of a big-box home improvement store. I was excited to see the anemic old tiles gone, along with the textured plastic shower doors, but I had no vision for what should replace them. Remodeling a bathroom, let alone two, is not inexpensive, and I have a knack for making questionable design decisions. Perhaps I should mention here that my art collection consists of “Brady Bunch,” “Charlie’s Angels,” and “Partridge Family” lunchboxes from the 1970s. Like fine art, I assumed these pop culture relics would appreciate in value. Wrong. Can I interest anyone in a “Bionic Woman” lunchbox? I knew what I didn’t want: subway tile. I felt certain that the omnipresent BATHROOMS, Page H2

LOVE HOTEL BATHROOMS? LOVE HOTEL BATHROOMS? 

CHECK OUT THESECHECK OUT THESE
Travel writer finds inspiration for his own home improvement projects on the road.
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY BARRY CHIN/GLOBE STAFFABOVE The idea for wide-plank gray tiles that cover the floor and continue up the back wall into the shower of the master bath were inspired by the bathroom design of a boutique hotel in Bonn, Germany. The author picked penny round tiles for the walls after seeing them in the bathroom of a restaurant in Melbourne.BELOW Interior designer Jon Andersen gave the small guest bathroom a floating bamboo vanity (custom built by Mark Brunke) to make the space feel lighter. His design included lighting that added texture to the raised hexagonal tiles behind the sink and at the back of the shower. Innovative lighting is often used by hotels to make bathrooms look more luxurious.
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t was supposed to be a five-year project.

That’s what architect Nima Yadollahpour, principal of ONY

Architecture, and his wife, Shireen, an art educator, had

planned when they purchased an antique 1,500-square-foot

fixer-upper in Weymouth in 2004. “Weymouth was affordable,”

Yadollahpour said, “and there was a master plan for Wey-

mouth Landing just down the hill that indicated all sorts of

development, including a new commuter rail station.” So, the

pair packed up their Charlestown apartment and headed for

the South Shore, ready to renovate the home, which was built

in 1838.

Fast-forward to 2010. Yadollahpour had renovated 90 percent of

the house, inside and out, as the architect and designer, as well as the

general contractor and finish carpenter. Still, with the economy still 

recovering from a recession, and the birth of the couple’s first daugh-

ter (now 7 years old), it was

hardly an ideal time to sell. With

the arrival of daughter number

two (now 4) in 2013, they under-

took an 18-month house hunt, to

no avail. Last year, the family de-

cided to stay put. “Why buy in a

heated real estate market when

you can completely transform

your existing home on a modest

budget?” Yadollahpour said.

Over the years, Yadollahpour

had redone the kitchen and bath

on the first floor, as well as re-

move a wall between the living

room and dining room to create

a more open layout. With the ex-

pansion of their family, they also

needed a casual place to eat in the kitchen (four people huddling 

around the peninsula wasn’t cutting it), a sitting room, and an out-

door living area to use in the nicer months.

They also wanted a ground-floor guest room suite for their aging

parents, who liked to visit but didn’t live nearby, as well as another

bedroom upstairs so each girl could have her own space.

ARCHITECT, Page H2

WORTH ITS WAIT IN BOLD

An architect turns his historic fixer-upper into a family home 

with a contemporary bent.
Architect Nima

Yadollahpour and his

wife, Shireen,

purchased the

Weymouth fixer-

upper in 2004,

renovated it, and

then, when house

hunting proved

fruitless, added on.

BY  M A R N I  E LYS E  K ATZ   |   G LO B E  CO R R E S P O N D E N T

As their family grew,

they needed a casual

place to eat in the

kitchen. Huddling

around the peninsula

wasn’t cutting it

anymore, so they

added a banquet-

style breakfast nook.

To further break up 

the volume, 

Yadollahpour 

pushed the second 

floor of the addition 

to the right, 

cantilevering it over 

the bonus room.

PHOTOS BY NIMA YADOLLAHPOUR
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY BARRY CHIN/GLOBE STAFFABOVE The idea for wide-plank gray tiles that cover the floor and continue up the back wall into the shower of the master bath were inspired by the bathroom design of a boutique hotel in Bonn, Germany. The author picked penny round tiles for the walls after seeing them in the bathroom of a restaurant in Melbourne.BELOW Interior designer Jon Andersen gave the small guest bathroom a floating bamboo vanity (custom built by Mark Brunke) to make the space feel lighter. His design included lighting that added texture to the raised hexagonal tiles behind the sink and at the back of the shower. Innovative lighting is often used by hotels to make bathrooms look more luxurious.
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t was supposed to be a five-year project.That’s what architect Nima Yadollahpour, principal of ONYArchitecture, and his wife, Shireen, an art educator, hadplanned when they purchased an antique 1,500-square-footfixer-upper in Weymouth in 2004. “Weymouth was affordable,”Yadollahpour said, “and there was a master plan for Wey-mouth Landing just down the hill that indicated all sorts ofdevelopment, including a new commuter rail station.” So, thepair packed up their Charlestown apartment and headed forthe South Shore, ready to renovate the home, which was builtin 1838.Fast-forward to 2010. Yadollahpour had renovated 90 percent ofthe house, inside and out, as the architect and designer, as well as thegeneral contractor and finish carpenter. Still, with the economy still recovering from a recession, and the birth of the couple’s first daugh-ter (now 7 years old), it washardly an ideal time to sell. Withthe arrival of daughter numbertwo (now 4) in 2013, they under-took an 18-month house hunt, tono avail. Last year, the family de-cided to stay put. “Why buy in aheated real estate market whenyou can completely transformyour existing home on a modestbudget?” Yadollahpour said.Over the years, Yadollahpourhad redone the kitchen and bathon the first floor, as well as re-move a wall between the livingroom and dining room to createa more open layout. With the ex-pansion of their family, they alsoneeded a casual place to eat in the kitchen (four people huddling around the peninsula wasn’t cutting it), a sitting room, and an out-door living area to use in the nicer months.They also wanted a ground-floor guest room suite for their agingparents, who liked to visit but didn’t live nearby, as well as anotherbedroom upstairs so each girl could have her own space.ARCHITECT, Page H2

WORTH ITS WAIT IN BOLDAn architect turns his historic fixer-upper into a family home with a contemporary bent.

Architect NimaYadollahpour and hiswife, Shireen,purchased theWeymouth fixer-upper in 2004,renovated it, andthen, when househunting provedfruitless, added on.
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As their family grew,they needed a casualplace to eat in thekitchen. Huddlingaround the peninsulawasn’t cutting itanymore, so theyadded a banquet-style breakfast nook.

To further break up the volume, Yadollahpour pushed the second floor of the addition to the right, cantilevering it over the bonus room.
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LAINFIELD, N.H. —
Maxfield Parrish, con-
sidered one of the most

prominent painters and
illustrators of the 20th cen-

tury, came to this rural town in 1898.
He bought land across the Connecticut

River from where his father lived and de-
signed a home to sit squarely with aview of Mount Ascutney. 

The move would herald a renaissance in his art-istry. Parrish would gravitate 
toward landscapes, announc-
ing to the Associated Press in 
1931 that he was done with 
illustrations, done painting 
“girls on rocks.” He’d paint 
only what he loved: land-
scapes, “unattainable” scenes 
people don’t see every day.

Parrish painted scenes
around his land, which he 
named “The Oaks” for its gi-
ant trees. These 45 acres were
his playground, where Par-
rish the successful illustrator 
flourished as a painter, archi-
tect, mechanic, muralist, and 
photographer. It was a place 
where Parrish, the lover of 
music and theater, and Par-
rish, the dreamer of fairy 
tales, was free to explore.

He created some of Ameri-
ca’s best-known art at “The 
Oaks,” including “Daybreak,” 
a 1922 painting reproduced 
so many times it was “the 
decorating sensation of the 
decade,” author Coy Ludwig 
said in his book “Maxfield 
Parrish.”

Now Parrish’s estate, 58 Freeman Road, is on themarket in its entirety for the first time in 30 years, listed with Snyder Donegan Real Estate Group for $1,295,000. 
The sale offers a glimpse into how  where you callhome can inspire your art.

A colony of creation
Parrish lived among dozens of the best-knownartists in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Some builtsummer homes in the reclusive hills of the Upper 

Brush with Brush with 
greatness
How homes, and the natural beauty that surrounds 
them, inspired artists like Maxfield Parrish
BY KATY SAVAGE  |  GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Valley. They worked during the day and socialized at night. They came from cities like New York, seeking relief from summer’s humidity.
“They could breathe easier here,” said James B.Atkinson, a former Dartmouth College professor who cowrote a book on the colony with Virginia Reed Colby called “Footprints of the Past: Images of Cornish, New Hampshire and the Cornish Colony.”About 100 artists are said to have been part of it,following the lead of renowned sculptor Augustus

ARTISTS, Page H2

TOP Maxfield Parrish reportedly drew inspiration from his home’s loggia, a gallery with at least one open side, for his most famous painting, “Daybreak.” 

ABOVE Parrish’s estate in Plainfield, N.H., “The Oaks,” is on the market now for $1,295,000. The property was his playground.

ANDREW HOLSON / SNYDER DONEGAN REAL ESTATE GROUP

A
ny home improvement project
is capable of complications:
You never know what you’re
going to find when you open
up a wall or pull up old car-
pet. But jobs that seem sim-
ple can be especially frus-
trating when they turn out
not to be — taking a door
off its hinges and replacing
it with a new one, for ex-
ample.

When we remodeled
our kitchen a few years
ago, we wanted to swap
out the 1970s hollow-
core eyesore with a sal-
vaged wood door we
found at a Habitat for

Humanity ReStore. It matched the rest of our 1920 
house, and its window grill would let in light from 
the porch. Because the replacement door was ex-
actly the right size, I foolishly thought I’d just take 
off the old door and pop in the new one — like 
changing a tire.

“How’d that work out for you?” cracked Tom
Silva, co-owner of Silva Brothers Construction and
better known as the longtime general contractor 
on TV’s “This Old House.” 

The answer: Not great. Chiseling for hinges is
precise work with zero margin for error if you 
want the door to open and close 
properly. I’d budgeted two hours; 
the job took me two days. “People 
don’t understand what goes into a 
seemingly simple project like 
that,” Silva said. “In most cases, it’s
not as simple as you think.” 

Kevin O’Connor, host of “This
Old House,” spent nearly a decade 
remodeling a Queen Anne Victorian with his wife 
in Beverly and has gotten stuck in his share of DIY
quicksand, too. 

While converting their unfinished attic, O’Con-
nor planned to hire an electrician to do the final 
connections, but figured he’d get all the wiring in-
to place. That meant drilling into huge wooden 
beams and fishing or stuffing wires through the
walls and into other tight spaces. “I was at it FOR-
EVER,” he said. “I got through it, but I was 

shocked by how long it took me.” 
Almost any DIY project can end up hijacking

your whole weekend. “I’m actually trying to think 
of when I didn’t have at least one setback in a proj-
ect of mine,” said Sarah Fogle, blogger behind The 
Ugly Duckling House. “I’m a homeowner, not a 

pro. Most of the projects I’m try-
ing are things I’ve never done
before ... so something going
awry is all part of the challenge.”

Fogle recalls tiling her laun-
dry room floor a few years ago,
which involved some new-to-her
techniques. “I’d done a ton of re-
search, but things like this have

a limited amount of work time before they’re per-
manent, so there was really no going back once I’d
begun.” As she made her way across the room, rac-
ing against the drying mortar, she hit snags and 
got totally sucked into solving the cascading co-
nundrums, nearly forgetting she had a date that 
night. “I ran to meet him without having time to 
shower or even get little bits of tile out of my hair 
— an unfortunate first date look.” 

DIY, Page H2
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SOME HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS ARE MORE TIME-CONSUMING THAN YOU THINK. 
EVEN THE FAMOUSLY SKILLED HAVE FALLEN VICTIM. 

DI-WHY 
  ME? 

‘I was shocked by 
how long it took 
me.’
KEVIN O’CONNOR
Host of ‘This Old House’

AP
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“Caliente” is hailed as a “strong, charismatic” shade of red.

ROOM TO LOVE

PLUM 
ASSIGNMENT
Shift out of neutral.
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Ask... Have a question for our experts:
Send it to Address@globe.com. 
Questions are subject to editing.

?

Galvanized steel? It’s tough as nails
Q. We have a lovely front porch on our three-deck-

er that the previous owners fixed up about five years 
ago, including replacing the decking, railings, and 
trim. Unfortunately, several nails in the balusters and 
trim are beginning to rust. In at least one area, this is 
leading to rot in the wood. I suspect that an unsuit-
able type of finish was used on the fasteners. I hope 
we don’t have to replace the balusters and trim. Is 
there’s anything we can do to prevent the rust from 
spreading?

M.B.
A. It’s January, so my deck skills are a bit rusty (kid-

ding), but I think I can help you here. Your first step, 

unfortunately, is to replace the rotted balusters. My 
lumberyard sells finger-jointed mahogany balusters 
that are more durable, come preprimed, and work 
great. Make sure that you prime the cut ends, the end 
grain, prior to installing.

The biggest reason for sealing wood-end grain is be-
cause the end absorbs liquids up to 250 times more 
rapidly than other wood surfaces. To envision this, grab 
a bunch of straws and hold them together. These tiny 
straws wick up moisture over time from rain, snow, and 
roof splash-off.

Install these new balusters by pre-drilling and then
toenailing galvanized finish nails. If you have a nail 

gun, use galvanized or stainless-steel fasteners.
It’s possible the former owners used ungalvanized

nails. In the balusters that haven’t rotted, countersink 
the rusting nails. Scrape, sand, and prime these areas 
well, getting the primer into the nail holes. Once the 
primer is dry, fill the holes with exterior-grade wood 
filler, spot prime, and then paint.

Rob Robillard is a general contractor, carpenter, editor 
of AConcordCarpenter.com, and principal of a 
carpentry and renovation business. Send your 
questions to homerepair@globe.com or tweet them to 
@robertrobillard.

Tips for protecting your plants this winter
In this region, most winter damage on trees and 

shrubs results from two factors: dehydration and physi-
cal trauma. Now that winter weather has set-in, it’s too 
late for many of the pre-winter garden preparations 
generally recommended, but there’s still time to take 
actions that can help protect your plants until spring. 
Dehydration

Dehydration occurs when a plant’s root system is 
unable to resupply cells with moisture lost by respira-
tion and evaporation through leaves, stems, and buds; 
some plant tissues and cells are particularly susceptible 
when subjected to the heat of the sun while their root 
zones are frozen. Plants growing in pots are at greater 
risk because their roots, uninsulated by ambient 
ground temperatures, soon fall to the surrounding air 
temperature. 

Windy conditions and salt applications amplify the
effects of dehydration, as do extended periods of cold. 
Tissues in winter-dehydrated foliage can be damaged 
and lose their ability to support cell turgidity, often turn-
ing off-color before dying, resulting in the “leaf burn” or 
“sun scald” that shows up on some evergreen foliage af-
ter winter. Stems can shrivel and sometimes split open 
with sudden temperature drops after a warm period. 
Flower and growth buds, especially on some plants bet-
ter suited to warmer climates than Zone 5 (like some 
peach tree, bigleaf hydrangea, and rhododendron culti-
vars), can also be damaged by colder temperatures than 
they can tolerate, dehydrate, and lose viability.

Fortunately, most of the plants we rely upon in our
landscapes are well adapted to tolerate normal winter 
fluctuations and below-freezing temperatures, even for 
protracted periods, without suffering damage. Snow 
cover, even a shallow amount, also helps insulate the 
ground and moderate root temperatures. With extreme 

cold you’ll often see rhododendron leaves rolled-up 
(looking like pencils): This protective mechanism closes 
their pores and reduces transpiration. Most trees and 
shrubs apply similar measures to protect stems and 
buds from dehydration during their dormant periods. 
Thanks to the wet weather we experienced in late fall 
just prior to the freeze-up, damage from soil dehydra-
tion is less likely this winter.
Physical damage

Even though most trees and shrubs tolerate normal
seasonal snow and ice conditions, unusually heavy ac-
cumulations can weigh down branches and cause 
breakage. Damage by browsing deer and bark-girding 
rodents is also a possibility, particularly in winters that 
have deeper snow cover. Plants can be damaged by 
snow/ice falling off of structures and by snow piled up 
against them. Last fall’s unusually prolonged warmth 
caused many deciduous trees and shrubs (like maples 
and magnolias) to hold their leaves far longer than usu-
al. Any remaining retained leaves will fall off eventually,
but until they do, they’ll catch more wind, snow, and 
ice, which increases the risk of breakage. 
Damage prevention

If you have plants that are not well suited for this cli-
mate or already showing damage or are planted in sus-
ceptible locations, here are actions you can take even 
now to protect them:
R Bring potted plants into an unheated area (like a

garage) where temperature extremes are moderated so 
their roots stay warmer and out of the wind;
R Loosely wrap susceptible plants with burlap (not

plastic) to shield them from winter sun and salt spray; 
R Tie up open-branched trees and shrubs to avoid 

catching snow and ice;
R Surround deer-browse-prone plants with deer-

fencing mesh (available at your garden center);
R Use trunk protectors (available at your garden cen-

ter) to discourage girdling.
Sustainable landscapes are the result of longer-term

planning. The preventative steps listed above should 
not be needed if you choose plants appropriate for this 
climate and install them in the right locations. Broad-
leaf evergreens and other plants susceptible to dehydra-
tion should be properly sited where they don’t heat up 
with winter sun or are exposed to excessive winds or 
salt applications. Loosely branched upright-growing 
shrubs should be pruned to strengthen lower branches 
so they shed snow loads —wider at their bottoms than 
their tops, and not planted close to potential sources of 
snow/ice damage. 

Winter is nature’s normal resting period, and many
temperate plants require dormancy to thrive. A well-de-
signed garden should be a joy, not a burden. Some sav-
vy homeowners even leverage the unique winter appeal 
of selected trees’ and shrubs’ bark, stems, fruit, and 
form to develop a “winter garden” that provides a bo-
nus season of pleasure around their home. 

Once March arrives and spring is in the air, visit 
your local garden center and talk with the experts; they 
can provide reliable advice about proper plants and 
techniques to help minimize winter damage and en-
hance your yard’s year-round visual enjoyment.

R. Wayne Mezitt is a third-generation nurseryman and 
a Massachusetts certified horticulturist, chairman of 
Weston Nurseries of Hopkinton and Chelmsford, and 
owner of Hort-Sense, a horticultural advisory business. 
He serves as trustee chairman for the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society at Elm Bank. Send comments and 
questions to Address@globe.com.

SUMPTUOUS GREENS AND BLUES

If red feels a bit too adventurous, consumers
might be persuaded to consider “Oceanside,” a 
lush teal recently spotlighted from Sherwin-Wil-
liams. According to Sue Wadden, director of color
marketing for the brand, the decision to go with
this “color of wanderlust,” was inspired by daring 
destinations like the deep sea and starry galaxies. 

“What’s so good about ‘Oceanside’ is that it . . .
is female and male, new and old,” Wadden said. 
Complex in its makeup of equal parts blue, green,
and yellow, this deep chameleon color is versatile 
enough to work on furniture or walls. To shake 
up the feel of your kitchen, Wadden proposes try-
ing it on dining chairs. If covering an entire room
in the shade feels daunting, Wadden suggests 
testing it as a “peekaboo color,” one you see from 
rooms other than your main living space. 

Interestingly, Dunn-Edwards Paints revealed
a strikingly similar hue for its 2018 selection, 
“The Green Hour,” which is described as a “dark-
er shade of gray blue-green.” The color is influ-
enced by turn-of-the-last-century Parisian bars in
a nod to the five o’clock absinthe happy hour art-
ists relished. The color has dual personalities 
“and can be moody and intense while still being
grounding and tranquil, acting as a neutral. It is 
dreamlike, mysterious, rich, and cozy,” Sara 
McLean, color expert and stylist for the brand,
explained on the company’s website. McLean 
says the shade plays well with other moody col-
ors, such as blackened red or peacock blue. Got a 
neutral gray or taupe house? McLean advises try-
ing “The Green Hour” on a front door or window 
trim for a punch of color. 

Nikki Dalrymple of Acquire, an interior de-
sign firm in Boston, has been favoring these
green-blue colorations in her design projects for
some time now and is partial to “Green Smoke,” a
similarly rich shade from Farrow & Ball, a high-
end paint brand that does not have a Color of the
Year program. “It has a weathered, soft appeal 
that is extremely versatile. It works great in mod-
ern settings with a crisp black-and-white palette 
or in a traditional New England home with warm
wood details,” Dalrymple said.

Attracted to green but want something less
heavy? Try “In the Moment,” a grounding but 
lighter and brighter blue-green from Behr, which 
the company announced in August as the brand’s 
first Color of the Year pick. Lauded for its restor-
ative and soothing qualities, the shade “evokes a 
sense of sanctuary and relaxation amid our al-
ways-on lives,” said Erika Woelfel, vice president
of color and creative services at Behr. It is a lively
neutral that would be fitting for a living room.

uCOLOR
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BOLD AND HANDSOME BLACK 

“Black is the new gray,” said Maria Killam, col-
or expert, CEO, and founder of the Understand-
ing Undertones color system. Killam first report-
ed the trend back in 2016 on her blog at mariakil-
lam.com, saying the use of black on walls, 
furniture, and home accessories is just now be-
coming mainstream. “Black is powerful, striking, 
and glamorous when it’s done right,” Killam said.

One paint coterie agrees. PPG’s trio of paint
brands, including Glidden, Olympic, and PPG, all
spotlighted three similar variations of black for 
their 2018 Colors of the Year, which included 
PPG’s “Black Flame,” Glidden’s “Deep Onyx,” and 
Olympic’s “Black Magic.” 

According to Mendelson, black paint indoors
can look striking in the right environment: “It 
adds drama, but it still feels grounded because it’s
not a color. I like it in a high gloss on walls, paired
with white, or even as a trim. In the kitchen, I
love the idea of black cabinets offset with a white 
counter.”

A VERY POTENT PURPLE 
Love it or hate it, Pantone expects big things

from “Ultra Violet,” a medium-toned purple that 
has been part of the Pantone Professional Color 
system since 1987. According to Laurie Pressman,
vice president at Pantone Color Institute, this flex-
ible shade carries a mystical quality that just 
might be the color remedy for today’s overworked,
overstimulated population. According to Press-
man, the color is intended to carry us into a deep-
er, more connected place within ourselves. “Last 
year we were disconnecting and replenishing. . . . 
Now we get deeper into meditating and connect-
ing back to ourselves to be able to express who we 
are. There’s a whole spiritual quality to it.” 

Inside the home, Pantone suggests incorporat-
ing “Ultra Violet” as a piece of art, tableware, or 
accent wall to start. Or, create a more substantial 
statement and cover your entire house in this en-
ergetic shade of eggplant like Cambridge denizen 
Laird Nolan, owner/operator of Studio125, a 
technical production firm. To Nolan, who has re-
sided in Central Square for nearly two decades, 
this shade says “Home sweet home.” 

“I like bright, bold, distinguished colors,” said
Nolan, who took the plunge with purple in 2003 
when he painted over his gray two-family Man-
sard-roofed two-family. How does he feel about
Pantone’s latest color prediction? “I think it’s fan-
tastic,” he said. “Of course I’m biased as it’s been 
my favorite color forever. It’s just great to see it 
take such a prominent place in our cultural land-
scape.” And the best part for Nolan about having 
a purple house in the heart of the city? “No one

ever has trouble finding it,” he said.

UNSUNG HERO: MILLENNIAL PINK 
“Millennial pink” as a color trend has been hid-

ing in plain sight for well over a year. It’s not en-
dorsed by any particular brand, but do a search
on Instagram, and it will return various images
and swatches from the pink family, yet all with a
common thread: a cotton candy-ish color that 
ebbs toward peach, beige, or even a darker blush. 
Once you know it’s there, you can’t not see it in dé-
cor, fashion, even hair colors. So why the name? 
According to Killam, millennials helped market
this color wave because they were experiencing it 
for the first time in their own way. Millennials ha-
ven’t lived to see the trends of pink, peach, or mint
green, for example, she said. “It didn’t feel as fresh
to other generations because we’re older.” Press-
man links the surge in the color’s popularity to its 
acceptance by both genders. “It’s no longer just a 
female shade; it’s everywhere.”

According to Tanya Graff, style director for
Martha Stewart Living magazine, the particular 
pink is a contemporary neutral and has solid 
sticking power: “You can mix it with many other
colors.” Pressman notes the trend is evident near-
ly everywhere. “It’s flattering for lighting or wall 
paint. It’s a healthy color and makes you look 
good and feel good.” 

Eddie Ross, author, columnist for House
Beautiful, and style director of TheMine.com says
pink is uniquely worthy of being used in a more 
grandiose way, like on a ceiling: “The effect can
be immediately arresting. Pink is unexpected. It 
almost makes a room feel warmer.” Painting a
ceiling can also be a practical venture into trying 

out a new color, Ross explained. How so? “If it
doesn’t work for you, it’s much easier than re-
painting all four walls.”

Christina Poletto lives just outside New York City, 
where she writes about unusual old homes and 
interior design trends. Follow her on Instagram 
@dovetailordesignstudio. Send comments to 
Address@globe.com.
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ABOVE: BETHANY NAUERT/DUNN-EDWARDS; BELOW: SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

ABOVE: “The Green Hour” is a nod to turn-of-the-last-century Parisian bars.
BELOW: “Oceanside” is viewed as the color of wanderlust.


