
Even in the age of the smartphone, there’s value in a traditional desk clock. True,
it’s no longer necessary from a functional standpoint, but as Gideon Mendelson
pointed out, that’s not the only reason to have a clock.

“Clocks are becoming more of a piece of art and a collectible,” said Mr.
Mendelson, 39, an interior designer in New York. “It’s about having an interesting
piece in a room.”

Like a favorite wristwatch, he said (the Cartier Pasha his father gave him when
he was 18, for example), a clock is now “more about jewelry or an accessory” than
checking the time, which most people do on their phones.

All the more reason, then, that it should be interesting to look at, like the City
Hall alarm clock at Barneys New York, a midcentury design by the Danish architect
Arne Jacobsen, with a glossy black plastic shell and a chrome base.

“It has a retro quality, but is still timeless,” Mr. Mendelson said, studying the
details of the face. “Even the dots and lines for the minutes and hours are so simple
and well done.”

He also liked the Waals World Watch clock, a small but weighty stainless-steel
piece with the names of 24 cities engraved around the perimeter; users orient the
clock so the preferred city faces up. “It’s a smart design,” he said, noting that the
tiny metal studs that keep the clock stable recall the nailheads on upholstered
furniture.

Next up was Wyeth, in SoHo, where Mr. Mendelson, a vintage furniture
enthusiast, hoped to find an antique clock.

He was particularly impressed with a 1950s model by Arthur Umanoff for
Howard Miller. “There’s something so homemade about it,” he said, examining the
acrylic tube with its walnut end plugs and visible inner mechanisms. “And yet it’s



still so elegant.”
The Umbra Suspend Floating clock from Bobby Berk Home offered a similar

(though more contemporary) aesthetic, with a walnut face that appeared to hover
inside its glass dome.

As Mr. Mendelson observed, it was almost like a terrarium. “It’s as though it
tries to seal time inside.” 




















