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SPRING 
SWING
KNOW THE PROS
of Scarsdale’s  
greens scene

HOME WORK
The architects of rooms 
designed for living

BOOK STACKS
Scarsdale bibliophiles 
select summer reads
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Interior  
designer  

and architect 
Gideon  

Mendelson 
believes 

design should 
have purpose: 

“It’s not just 
about how 
it looks. it’s 
about how 

you live.”
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There is a shelf in Gideon Mendelson’s office on which sits a series of framed 

magazine pages, pictures of a traditionally chic dining room, a flawless 

green sofa in a living room, a soothingly white linened four-poster bed 

surrounded by cheery blue print wallpaper in a bedroom.

“I grew up with an interior designer for a mother,” Mendelson said. “I don’t really 

remember before interior design was in my brain.”

His mother Mimi’s business was called Spatial Arts and her office was above 

what’s now Metro Deli on Palmer Avenue.

“Just about every day — and this would never happen today — I would leave 

the campus as a 9-year-old, walk two blocks from Heathcote School with my best 

friend to go eat lunch at the Heathcote Deli,” Mendelson said. “I would obviously go 

up to say hi to my mom, and see what she was doing at that moment. She wasn’t 

training me, but she was a talker so she would say ‘This is Mark Hampton,’ or ‘This 

is Billy Baldwin,’ or whoever we were looking at. She was a real traditionalist. That 

was my initial education, studying interior decorating with traditional designers.”

At Scarsdale High School, Mendelson took a technical drawing class that con-

nected with him.

“Then I really started to understand the problem-solving aspects of what my 

mother did, which I thought was really interesting, more than color and fabrics and 

things like that,” Mendelson said. “There are the given restraints, then these people 

and what their needs are, their idiosyncrasies and how those play into how you 

solve this puzzle. There’s often multiple ways to put a room together, but what’s 

the best way for them to live optimally. To someone else, that would be incredibly 

boring, but I thought it was just awesome.”

HOME | DESIGN

DESIGN
WHAT 

CAN DO
A DAY WITH GIDEON MENDELSON TALKING ABOUT 
HOUSES, INTERIOR DESIGN AND CHANGING LIVES 

ONE THROW PILLOW AT A TIME
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Mendelson was recruited to play 

tennis for Columbia University where 

he studied architecture and film. He 

graduated in 1996, and scored a job in 

the William Morris mailroom that even-

tually led him to assisting literary agent 

Joni Evans, the former head of Simon & 

Schuster.

When Evans traveled out of town one 

week, Mendelson asked if he could orga-

nize the assemblage of frames cluttering 

her office floor.

“She didn’t care,” he said. “I didn’t have 

a plan, but my mother sort of entered 

my brain, so I hung all these pictures in a 

salon style. Joni came back and was like, 

‘Wow — you need to be doing this.’ And I 

was like, I think you’re right.”

Mendelson enrolled in New York 

School of Interior Design, “just to re-

member what it felt like to hold a pencil 

again,” he said. At a New Year’s Eve 

party in the Hamptons, he met interior 

designer Steven Gambrel and offered to 

help run his new and growing business 

if Gambrel agreed to mentor him.

“We spent a year together and had 

a ball,” Mendelson said. “It was a great 

entree.”

Mendelson’s parents had moved from 

Scarsdale to Manhattan after his mother 

retired. But then a former client con-

tacted his mom about decorating a new 

house being built in Westchester.

“My mother called me, said, ‘Oh god, 

just got a call, what am I going to do?’ I 

said, ‘I dunno — say no if you don’t want 

to do this,’” Mendelson recalled. “I called 

her back two minutes later and said, ‘I’m 

going to quit, and we’re going to start a 

company together.’”

The two decorated the client’s new 

home, finishing around 2007; the 

framed pictures on the shelf in Mendel-

son’s office are of that project, their first 

house.

They hired an assistant, Mendelson 

took on the responsibility of bookkeeping 

and the other back-office work, and his 

mom taught him all she knew.

“I loved the work and I was fortunate 

to make a living and pay my bills doing 

what I was enjoying” Mendelson said. “I 

was learning every day.”

The practice grew organically through 

word of mouth, and their next big gig 

was for an old friend from Scarsdale 

High School who wanted to combine 

two Upper West Side apartments she 

had purchased.



SPRING/SUMMER 2019      SCARSDALE LIVING          15

» DESIGN | MENDELSON

Mendelson’s  

recent design for  

a new home in  

New Rochelle  

incorporates  

function with clean 

lines, geometrics, 

florals and textures. 
“Things don’t have 

to match,” says 

Mendelson.

About the same time as those first 

projects, Mendelson met his husband, 

Tom Tomeo, an executive with Morgan 

Stanley. The two bought a house in the 

Hamptons, which Mendelson decorated. 

And then superstar interior designer 

Jamie Drake stopped by.

“Some friends were coming over for 

lunch and asked if they could bring a 

friend,” Mendelson said. Drake snooped 

around the house, and bluntly told Men-

delson: “People need to see this.”

“He emailed me his publicist’s phone 

number, who I got the courage to call,” 

Mendelson said. The publicist, Mike 

Stohl, saw the Westchester house 

project and insisted Mendelson get 

photos shot.

“We submitted it to the former inte-

riors editor for House Beautiful, Doretta 

Sperduto. They called me two days and 

said yes,” Mendelson recalled. “That 

never happens. I was spoiled big time. 

And that was the beginning of the brand 

of Mendelson Group. And I’ve been 

working with Mike ever since.”

Mendelson’s father died about 10 

ON DESIGN
“Very quickly I ask what 

the impact of a design will 
be. For different people, it 
can do different things.” 

 Continued on page 18 » 
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7:30 a.m. 
“I take my kids to 
school twice a week, 
or I go to the gym. 
I live in Park Slope, 
so my commute is 
lengthy. On the sub-
way, I listen to a few 
podcasts, like ‘Pod 
Save America,’ and  
music, a mix of rock, 
folk, bluesy stuff, 
singer-songwriters 
that have beautiful 
-ugly voices.”

9:00 a.m.
“I started a group a 
little over two years 
ago called Design 
Share. It’s 10-12 
designers who are 
hustlers with work-
ing design firms. 
We meet the first 
Wednesday of every 
month and always 
have an agenda. Last 
month, we had a 
media trainer speak 
to us about how to 
not look like jerks in 
front of a camera.”

10:30 a.m. 
“We have a huddle 
every morning 
where we all meet 
as a team. My day 
is spent assisting 
my team, meeting 
with clients, going to 
job sites, reviewing 
drawings. It’s a lot 
of marketing and de-
velopment. Vendors 
may come here and 
present their new 
lines. I’m still signing 
every check that 
walks out the door.”

1:00 p.m.
“In Scarsdale, we 
have some dining 
chairs being deliv-
ered, wall uphol-
stering going up in 
the dining room. A 
mini-installation for 
a wonderful client 
we’ve been working 
with for years.”

“IT’S THE TEAM 

THAT MAKES IT 

ALL WORTHWHILE.  

IT CAN BE A  

LONELY ROAD AS  

DESIGNER.  

EVERYBODY IS 

HARDWORKING AND 

WE LAUGH A LOT.”

“IN THE GRAND 

SCHEME OF 

THINGS, WE’RE 

NOT SAVING 

LIVES, WE’RE JUST 

CHANGING THEM.”

 A DAY 
 IN THE 

LIFE
5:30 p.m.
“My older sister lives 
in Westchester, so 
when I’m there, I’ll 
try to have dinner 
with her. If I get 
home early, I let 
the nanny go so I 
feed the kids. My 
husband is usually 
home earlier than 
me, and we will 
periodically oversee 
some school work if 
that’s not done yet 
— my older son has 
homework.”

7:30 p.m. 
“The twins are in bed 
at 7:30, and Owen at 
8:30. We try to read 
a lot. I’m a big Roald 
Dahl fan. And Harry 
Potter has sort of 
entered the world 
— it’s not my thing, 
but Tom really likes 
it. We sometimes do 
meditation, which 
is really cute, with 
an app called Oak. 
We’ll all lie down in 
the twin’s bedroom 
and do a 10-minute 
meditation, listen 
to someone saying 
‘relax, let go, and 
breathe.’ They really 
like it, and it’s so 
bizarre.”

9:00 p.m.
“That’s the time that 
Tom and I have a 
chance to talk. Being 
in a marriage and 
having children is a 
mini business of its 
own. We are plan-
ning things, making 
sure everything is 
scheduled and we’re 
on top of it. And we 
kind of check in with 
each other.”

10:00 p.m.
“I try to go to bed 
as soon as possible. 
It’s very challenging 
with the kids, and 
we’re not young 
parents. I was 36 
when our first child 
was born, and Tom 
was 46. And he has 
more energy than I 
do for sure. Now I’m 
wiped out at the end 
of the day.”
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